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upon the honourable conduct of the Brothers and their friends, al-
though I am aware that physically any one of them is more than
a match for twelve like me put together. And so from the parti-
cular instance I have generalized for the whole of India, and
shown that Hindu-Muslim unity is possible if only we have mutual
toleration, and faith in ourselves and therefore in the ultimate
goodness of human nature.

Toung India, 20-10-1921

138.    THE MEANING OF THE MOPLAH RISING
A correspondent from Scotland takes me to task for not dealing
sufficiently with the Moplah rising in these columns. The result,
he says, has been that those in Great Britain who are in the
habit of studying Indian affairs have been induced to believe that
an Islamic kingdom is established inw India. The reproof is not
wholly undeserved, but I have not shirked duty in the matter*
I have been simply helpless. I wanted to go to Calicut and reach
the bottom of the trouble as I believed I could have. But the
Government had willed it otherwise. I am sorry to believe but
it is my belief, that the men on the spot do not want to end the
trouble. They certainly do not wish to give non-co-operators the
credit for peacefully ending the trouble. They are desirous of
showing once more, that it is only the British soldier who can
maintain peace in India. And I could not then give battle to the
Government by disregarding the instructions not to enter the dis-
turbed area.
I should like to think better of the men on the spot. It is
contrary to my nature *to believe in the depravity of human beings.
But there is so much evidence about me of the depravity of the
bureaucratic mind that it will stop at nothing to gain its end.
It is the literal truth I tell, when I say that before I went to
Champaran, I did not believe the stories I was told of atrocities
committed against the peasantry of Champaran. When I went
there, I found the state much worse than was described to me. I
had refused to believe that innocent people could have been
murdered in cold blood without warning as they were in Jallian-
wala Bagh. I had refused to believe that human beings could be
made to crawl upon their bellies. But on reaching the Punjab,
I found to my horror that much more than what I was told had
happened. And all this was done in the name of peace and
order so-called, but in reality for the purpose of sustaining a fake